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guilt clearly exposed. If there be any point upon
which ail declamation, all sophistry, all soaring*
flights of eloquence, all herojc professions of pa-
triotism or disinterestedness, all calculated tp dazzle
or to amuse, are completely lost, it is upon a ques-
tion like this. The proposition which my right ho-
norable friend has moved consists of two parts, per-
fectly distinct. That part which we bring- forward
as a charge, we are bound to prove -9 but when we
have established the principles of the constitution,
and alledged the facts by which they are violated,
the onus lies upon the right honorable gentleman to,
show that the statement is fallacious, or to produce
thq circumstances of palliation by which the trans-
gression is to be excused.. In this view, therefore,
we have to prove that certain sums are destined and
appropriated to particular services. Here I will
not examine whether the power of granting'supplies
and controling their application be as ancient as the
government itself, and coeval with the existence of
the constitution. It is sufficient that I refer to the
best times in which its principles were established,
and in which they were defended, by the struggle
of the people for freedom. This salutary regulation
arose from the abuses of the government, from the
misconduct of ministers, from the treachery of par-
liament, from tyranny, from corruption. The reign
of Charles the Second is a sufficient authority for
the appeal to history. At the revolution it was so-
lemnly recognized, and since that period it has been,
interwoven with our parliamentary usage. In this
review I cannot but wonder at the stress which has
been laid upon the precedents which have been
quoted. It is arguing from the exception against
the rule ; it is erecting the deviation into the stand-
ard. But even these precedents, upon which so
much stress has been laid; neither apply to the pre-
sent case nor justify the particular measure. Among*
the earliest precedents "which have been quoted ift,
that in 1706^ of the advance to the Duke of Savoy,